
a presentation for United Way of King County
Completing the FAFSA & WASFA



WHO WE SERVE





GRANTS SCHOLARSHIPS LOANS
FREE MONEY!!

- Usually from the 
State or Federal 
government

- Don’t have to be 
paid back (as 
long as you 
maintain a 2.0)

- Must fill out 
FAFSA or WASFA 
to determine 
eligibility

FREE MONEY!!

- Application 
Process

- Community 
organizations or 
schools

- Can be for good 
grades, 
volunteer work, 
or an award

HAVE TO PAY IT 
BACK.

Federal Loans do 
not have to be 
paid back until 
after you graduate.

Many ways to get 
loans paid for: 
Americorps, 
PeaceCorps, 
Teaching, etc.



FAFSA
What is it?

FREE Application for 
Federal Student Aid

fafsa.ed.gov



❏ U.S. citizens
❏ Eligible non-citizens

Not sure if a student qualifies, verify 
through documents and/or talk to 
college/SEA!

FAFSA
Who can apply?



❏ Serves as student’s/parent’s 
electronic signature

❏ Each user must use 
different email address (use 
one that can be checked 
immediately for verification 
code!)

❏ fsaid.ed.gov

FAFSA
Creating an FSA ID



WASFA
What is it?

❏ New as of 2014!

❏ STATE financial aid 
application for eligible 
undocumented students

❏ readysetgrad.org/wasfa



WASFA
Who can apply?

REQUIREMENTS

▪ Graduated High School or Received a 
GED in Washington State

▪ Lived in Washington for at least three 
years prior to receiving a diploma or GED 
in a high school or other institution in the 
State of Washington;

House Bill 1079 was passed into law in 2003 and allows many 
undocumented students in the state of WA to receive in-state tuition.HB 1079

▪  Has been accepted to a 
Washington State college or 
university;

▪ Signs an affidavit stating he 
or she will apply for U.S. 
residency as soon as 
possible.  



FAFSA & WASFA
When can students apply?

October 1 for 2017-2018 school year!



“Unusual Circumstances”
Students requiring independent student status will be required to 
do additional paperwork by their college.

Independent Students
○ Over 24 years old

○ Homeless or “couch-surfing”

○ Former Foster care after age 16

○ Parents are not legal guardians

○ Parent is incarcerated

○ There can be other 
circumstances, just ask!



FAFSA/WASFA done.  Now what?

❏ The online financial aid application is the 
FIRST step!

❏ Any student receiving state/federal aid will be 
required to complete additional paperwork

❏
❏ FAFSA only: confirmation page indicates 

selection for verification

❏ Each school has their own forms and deadlines

❏ Students are notified via email or through 
their financial aid portal



CONTACT SEA STAFF
▪ Email: name@seattleeducationaccess.org

▪ Alysia (Shoreline College)
▪ Penny (North Seattle College)
▪ Jen (Seattle Central College)
▪ Alex (Bellevue College & Lake WA 

Tech)
▪ Jeff (SVI)
▪ Danika (South Seattle College & SVI)
▪ Isaura (South Seattle College)
▪ Aisha (Highline College)
▪ Nicollette (Renton Technical College)
▪ Angela (Green River College)


